
Geography Progression

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Knowledge
Overview

*Know about similarities
and  differences in relation
to places,  objects, materials
and living things.
*Talk about features of
their  own immediate
environment.
*Know some similarities and
differences between
different  religious and
cultural communities in
this country.
*Explain some similarities
and differences
between life in this
country and life in other
countries,
*Know some
similarities and
differences
between the
natural world
around them and
contrasting
environments
*Understand some
important
processes and
changes in the
natural world
around them,
including the
seasons and
changing states of  matter.

*Understand that  places
were  different in the  past
*Fieldwork – school
grounds

Environmental -
litter

*Name, locate and
identify characteristics  of
countries and
capital cities of the
United Kingdom and the
surrounding seas *Understand
geographical
similarities and
differences through studying
the human  and physical
geography of a region  of the UK
to a region  of a non – European
country
*Identify daily and
seasonal weather
patterns in the UK
*Fieldwork – school  grounds
*Environmental -
recycling

*Name and locate
seven continents, five  oceans
*Name the seas
surrounding the
United Kingdom
*Understand
geographical
similarities and
differences through  studying
human and  physical geography
of  a region of the UK and  a
region of a non –
European country
*Identify the location  of a cold
area and a  hot area in relation
to  the North and South  Poles
and Equator
*Fieldwork – school’s
surrounding area
*Environmental –
endangered animals

*Name and locate
some counties and  cities of
the UK
(topographical
features, land use and  changes
over time)
*Explain human and  physical
characteristics of
Norwich and Great
Yarmouth (key
topographical
features, land use,
changes over time,  distribution
of natural  resources)
*Understand
geographical
similarities and
differences through a  study of
human and  physical geography
of  a region of the UK
*Describe and
understand key
aspects of physical
geography
(mountains and
volcanoes).
* Describe and
understand key
aspects of human
geography (type of
settlement, land use,
economic activity,
trade links,
distribution of natural
resources)
*Use eight points of a
compass, four figure  grid
reference,
symbols and a key
*Fieldwork – Great
Yarmouth
*Environmental –
plastic pollution

*Locate the world’s  countries,
using maps  to focus on Europe
(including Russia),
concentrating on their
environmental regions,  key
physical and
human characteristics,  and
major cities
*Identify the position  and
significance of
Longitude, Latitude,  Arctic,
Antarctic
*Understand
geographical
similarities and
differences through the study
of human  and physical
geography of a region in a
European country *Describe
and
understand key
aspects of physical
geography (water
cycle, coastal erosion,  rivers)
*Describe and
understand key
aspects of human
geography (type of
settlement, land use,
economic activity,
trade links, distribution  of natural
resources) *Fieldwork – river
*Environmental –
coastal erosion, water  pollution

*Locate the world’s
countries using maps to focus on
North America (environmental
regions,  physical and human
characteristics,
countries, cities)
*Identify the position  and
significance of
Tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn, Greenwich  Meridian,
time zones *Understand
geographical
similarities and
differences through the  study of
human and  physical geography of
a  region of North
America (including
economic activity, trade  links, land
use,
distribution of
resources)
*Describe and
understand key aspects  of
physical geography  (earthquakes)
*Six figured grid
references
*Fieldwork – traffic
study
*Environmental – air  pollution

*Locate the world’s  countries,
using maps  to focus on South
America
(environmental
regions, physical and  human
characteristics,  countries, cities)
*Understand
geographical
similarities and
differences through the study
of human  and physical
geography of a region  of South
America
(including economic  activity,
trade links,  land use,
distribution  of resources)
*Describe and
understand key
aspects of physical
geography (climate  zones,
biomes,
vegetation belts)
*Fieldwork – land use  in local
area
*Environmental –
deforestation, climate  change



Skills
Overview

*Describe their
immediate
environment
*Talk about how
environments
might vary from
one another.
*Make
observations of
animals and
plants.
*Explain why some  things
occur.
*Talk about
changes.
*Talk about
differences and
similarities
between
communities
*Use knowledge  from
observation, discussion,
stories,  non-fiction texts
and maps.
*Use recently
introduced
vocabulary
*Participate in
small group, class  and
one-to-one
discussions
*Offer
explanations for  why
things might  happen.
*Express their
ideas and feelings  about
their  experiences

*Use simple maps,
atlases and a globe
*Recognise landmarks  and basic
physical
features on an aerial  map
*Make a simple map *Use
four main
compass directions  and
locational and
directional language *Express
own views  about a place,
people,  environment, seasons
*Compare different  regions,
both verbally  and in writing
*Apply basic
geographical
vocabulary to refer to  key
physical features *Apply basic
geographical
vocabulary to refer to  key
human features *Observe and
record  (weather, local area,
memory map)
*Ask geographical
questions

*Use simple maps,
atlases and a globe to  locate
the continents  and oceans
*Create a map which  uses a
key
*Predict weather
patterns in a cold area in
relation to the Poles and a hot
area in
relation to the Equator
*Compare localities in  the past
and present *Express own views
about a place, people,
environment,
*Give reasons to
support opinions
*Compare different  regions
both verbally  and in writing
*Apply basic
geographical
vocabulary to refer to  key
physical features *Apply basic
geographical
vocabulary to refer to  key
human features *Observe and
record  *Communicate
findings in different  ways
*Ask geographical
questions

*Use maps, an atlas  and a
globe
*Use grid references  *Compare
localities in  the past and
present *Make reasoned
judgements about a  region
*Give valid reasons to  support
opinions
*Compare physical  and
human features  of different
regions,  both verbally and in
writing
*Apply geographical
vocabulary to refer to  key
physical features *Apply
geographical  vocabulary to
refer to  key human features
*Observe and record  *Ask
geographical
questions

*Use maps, atlases and  a globe
*Use grid references  *Compare
localities in  the past and present
*Make and defend
reasoned judgements  about a
region
*Communicate in
different ways
*Compare physical and  human
features of
different regions and  draw
conclusions
*Apply geographical  vocabulary
to refer to  key physical features
*Apply geographical  vocabulary
to refer to  key human features
*Observe and record  *Analyse
evidence
*Undertake surveys
*Ask and answer

geographical questions

*Confidently use maps,  atlases,
digital /
computer mapping and  a globe
*Locate regions by
using grid references  *Use
geographical
symbols
*Compare and contrast
environmental regions *Make and
justify
assumptions about a  region
*Discuss and debate  opinions
*Choose effective
recording and
presentation methods *Conduct
investigations *Compare and
contrast  physical and human
features of different  regions
and draw
conclusions
*Apply geographical  vocabulary
to refer to  key physical features
*Apply geographical  vocabulary
to refer to  key human features
*Observe and record  *Analyse
evidence
*Ask and answer

geographical questions

*Confidently use
maps, atlases, digital /
computer mapping  and a globe
*Locate regions by
using grid references  *Use
geographical
symbols
*Compare and
contrast
environmental regions *Make
and justify
assumptions about a  region
*Discuss and debate  opinions
*Choose effective
recording and
presentation methods *Explain
and present a  process
*Carry out research
*Compare and
contrast physical and  human
features of
different regions and  draw
conclusions
*Apply geographical  vocabulary
to refer to  key physical features
*Apply geographical  vocabulary
to refer to  key human features
*Observe and record  *Analyse
evidence
*Ask and answer geographical
questions
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Geographical
Enquiry and
Presentation
Skills

*Respond to
simple questions *Use
books /
pictures as sources  of
information.
*Begin to
investigate their
surroundings.
*Begin to make
observations
about where
things are.
*Begin to ask and  answer
simple
questions relating  to
location.
*Express their
ideas and feelings  about
their
experiences using  full
sentences.
* Make use of
recently
introduced
vocabulary to offer
explanations for  why things
might  happen
*Participate in
discussions using  recently
introduced
vocabulary.

*Ask and respond to  simple
questions (e.g.  giving own views
and
making comparisons).  *Use
information
books / pictures as
sources of
information.
*Investigate their
surroundings
*Make observations  about
where things  are e.g. within
school  or local area.
*Present information  using
age-related
tables, graphs and
charts, maps and
plans, drawings and
perspectives, posters  and
diagrams

*Confidently ask and  answer
questions
about observations
*Start to give opinions  with
reasons
* Use NF books,
stories, maps, pictures / photos
and internet  as sources of
information.
*Investigate their
surroundings
*Make appropriate
observations about why
things happen.  * Make simple
comparisons between  features
of different  places.
*Make predictions
about weather
patterns
*Present information  using
age-related
tables, graphs and
charts, maps and
plans, drawings and
perspectives, posters  and
diagrams and
digital presentations.

*Begin to ask /
initiate geographical
questions.
*Select information  according
to
relevance
*Investigate places  and
themes at more  than one
scale
*Begin to understand  the
difference
between primary and
secondary data
*Begin to collect and  record
evidence
*Understand that
there are different  ways to
represent
geographical
information
*Present information  using
age-related
tables, graphs and
charts, maps and
plans, drawings and
perspectives, posters  and
diagrams and
digital presentations. *Analyse
evidence
and begin to draw
conclusions e.g. make
comparisons between  two
locations using  photos /
pictures,
temperatures in
different locations.

*Ask and respond to
geographically valid  questions
(e.g. about  cause and effect,
reliability, change and
difference)
*Identify connections,  contrasts
and trends in  observations or
information selected
*Recognise that
geographical ‘facts’  can vary
depending on  the source and
begin  to suggest reasons for  this.
*Collect, record and  analyse
evidence and  draw conclusions
e.g.  make comparisons
between locations,
photos / pictures /
maps
*Present information  using
age-related
tables, graphs and
charts, maps and
plans, drawings and
perspectives, posters  and
diagrams and
digital presentations.

*Ask and answer
geographically valid
questions (e.g. about  significance,
reliability,  relevance and
perspective)
*Begin to suggest
questions for
investigating
*Use primary and
secondary sources of  evidence
in
investigations.
*Investigate places with  more
emphasis on the  larger scale;
contrasting  and distant places
* Collect, record and analyse
evidence and draw conclusions
e.g.  compare historical
maps of varying scales  e.g.
temperature of
various locations -
influence on people / everyday
life
*Explain the usefulness, reliability
and relevance  of information
*Begin to understand  how
geographical
‘facts’ are often
interpreted to support  opinions
*Present information  using
age-related
tables, graphs and
charts, maps and plans,  drawings
and perspectives, posters and
diagrams and  digital
presentations.

*Regularly ask and
answer perceptive
questions in
geographically valid  ways
*Suggest questions for
investigating
*Use primary and
secondary sources of  evidence
in their
investigations.
*Investigate places
with more emphasis  on the
larger scale;  contrasting and
distant places
*Collect, record and  analyse
evidence and  draw conclusions
e.g.  from field work data  on
land use,
comparing land use /
temperature, look at patterns
and explain  reasons behind it
*Thoughtfully
organise information  by
relevance and
begin to critique
information provided  by a
range of sources *Explain how
geographical ‘facts’  are used
and
interpreted to support  opinions
and begin to  understand the idea
of  ‘tertiary’
sources/data.
*Present information  using
age-related
tables, graphs and
charts, maps and
plans, drawings and
perspectives, posters  and
diagrams and
digital presentations.



EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Locational
Knowledge

*Begin to identify  the
locations of
their homes and  school,
and other  familiar places.
*Begin to describe
locations using
simple locational  and
directional
language.

*Name and locate the  four
countries of the  UK and their
capital  cities
*Name and locate the  seas
surrounding the  UK
*Identify geographical
characteristics of the  four
countries and
capital cities of the UK  *Locate a
region of  the UK and a region of
a non-European
country
*Identify weather  patterns in
the UK

*Name and locate the  seven
continents and  five oceans of
the
world
*Describe some
geographical
similarities and
differences between the
continents of the world based
on their  locations
*Identify and locate  the North
and South  Poles and the
Northern and
Southern Hemisphere *Identify
and locate  the Equator, Arctic
Circle and Antarctic  Circle as
lines of
latitude
* Identify and locate  continents
that have  significant hot or cold
areas and link to
Poles/Equator
*Identify and locate a  region of
the UK and a  region of a non
European country on a  range of
maps

*Compare features  of a local
town and a  local city
*Understand the
location of Great
Yarmouth as within  East
Anglia.
*Describe the
locations of the
geographical regions  of the UK,
our nearby  counties and major
UK cities.
* Identify the
locations of some of  the key
human and  physical features
of  the UK.
*Identify and locate major
coastal towns in the UK and in
our  locality.
*Understand that
land use patterns in  the UK
have changed  over time.
*Locate and compare  major
mountain
ranges and volcanoes  of the
world and the  UK.
*Identify and locate  another
area of the  UK and compare
to  the local area

*Locate some
countries of Europe
using maps
*Identify and locate a  country in
Europe
using maps and
compare to the
location of our region. *Locate
and study a  region in a
European  country
*Identify latitude,
longitude, Arctic,
Antarctic
*Locate and compare  the major
rivers of the  world, the UK and
our  locality.
*Locate the Norfolk  Broads

*Locate the position of  the
Tropics of Cancer  and Capricorn
as lines  of latitude.
*Identify lines of
longitude on a world  map,
including the
Prime Meridian
*Locate position of

time zones within
North America
*Locate some countries  using
different maps * Locate the
countries  of North America and
use maps to identify  major
regions, cities  and human and
physical characteristics. *Identify
and locate a  region of North
America and compare  to the
location of other  regions.
*Investigate and
compare the locations  of major
earthquakes  around the world
and  understand how these  link
to the location of
the world’s tectonic  plates.

*Name and locate the  world’s
climate zones  using a world
map.
*Name and locate the  world’s
major biomes  and vegetation
belts  using a world map.
*Locate some
countries in different
continents using a
variety of maps
*Locate the countries  of South
America and  use maps to
identify  major regions, cities
and human and
physical
characteristics
*Identify and locate a  region of
South
America and compare  to the
location of
other regions
*Locate the town of  Great
Yarmouth on a  range of maps
of
various scales and
perspectives.
*Describe, compare  and
evaluate the land  use in Great
Yarmouth over time.

Vocabulary St George’s
Primary School
St Peter’s Road
Great Yarmouth
Own street name Town
Country
World
Environment

United Kingdom
England
Scotland
Northern Ireland
Wales
London
Edinburgh
Belfast
Cardiff
North Sea
Irish Sea
English Channel

Europe
Africa
Asia
North America
South America
Antarctica
Australia
Australasia
Oceania
Pacific Ocean
Atlantic Ocean
Indian Ocean
Arctic Ocean
Southern Ocean
North Pole
South Pole
Northern Hemisphere Southern
Hemisphere Equator
Arctic Circle
Antarctic Circle

Norwich
Norfolk
Suffolk
East Anglia
East of England region North
East region
North West region
Yorkshire and the
Humber
West Midlands
East Midlands
South West region
South East region
Greater London
Some other major
cities
Some other coastal  towns
(Aberystwyth,  Bangor,
Blackpool,
Bournemouth,
Brighton,Llandudno, Newquay,
Skegness,  Southwold)
Highest peaks on each
continent: Mount
Everest, Aconcagua,  Denali,
Kilimanjaro,  Vinson, Mont
Blanc,  Elbrus, Puncak Jaya,
Mount Kosciuszko
Ring of Fire and other
volcanoes in each
continent

Some countries in
Europe
Lines of latitude and  longitude
River Yare
River Thames
River Wensum
Norfolk Broads
Other rivers in UK
(Avon, Bann, Mersey,  Severn,
Trent, Wye,  Tay, Clyde, Tweed)
Some world rivers
(Nile, Amazon,
Yangtze, Mississippi,  Volga,
Yenisei, Yellow)

Tropics of Cancer and  Capricorn
Countries of North
America
Major capital cities of  North
America
Some other cities in
North America
Major earthquakes in  each
continent

Countries of South
America
Major capital cities of  South
America
Some other cities in  South
America
Biomes in each
continent
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Place
Knowledge

*Discuss and begin  to
describe own
significant places  such as
home and  school.
*Begin to identify  the
main
geographical
features of their
immediate
environment
*Understand that  places
can have
similarities and
differences.
*Develop a basic,

personal
understanding of  the
term ‘place’,  linked to
own
homes, own
classrooms and
areas they use
regularly, showing  an
awareness of  where
things
belong and of the people
within the  school and at
home
*Drawing on their
experiences and  what has
been
read in class, know  some
similarities  and differences
between different
religious and
cultural
communities in
this country

*Begin to understand  that
places can be
significant for many  reasons -
location,
buildings, landscape,
community, culture or  history.
*Know that places be  can be
compared in  many ways e.g. size,
amenities, transport,  location or
weather.  *Observe and describe
some geographical
similarities and
differences between  familiar
places e.g.
their street, school  grounds,
Great
Yarmouth area and a
non-European country
*Recognise the
difference between physical
and human  features.
*Begin to understand  that
geographical
features can change  over
time.

*Identify reasons why the
places studied are significant
and the
people or groups who  they are
significant  for.
*Understand and
explain the meaning  of the
term ‘non
European country’.  *Observe
and describe  some geographical
similarities and
differences between  Great
Yarmouth and a  non-European
country *Explain the
similarities and
differences in the lives  of
children in the
locations studied.
*Explain the
difference between  human and
physical  geographical features.
*Describe how places  have
changed over
time

* Make simple
comparisons between  some
human and
physical geographical  features
of the UK.
*Describe how land  use has
changed over  time in the UK
locations studied
(Great Yarmouth and  the East
Anglia
region)
*Investigate and
identify the key
human and physical
geographical features  of the UK
locations  studied and of the
continent of Europe. *Identify
geographical  similarities and
differences between  our local
region and  town and other UK
regions and
towns/cities.

*Understand some of the
effects of climate on the human
and
physical geography of  places.
*Make
comparisons between  some of
the physical  and human
geographical features  of a
European country  and the UK.
*Investigate and
describe the human  and
physical
geography of the
European region
studied in depth.
* Identify geographical
similarities and
differences between a  region in
Europe and a  region of the UK
(East  Anglia)
*Understand some of  the ways
in which
rivers (including the  Yare) affect
the human  and physical
geography of places *
Understand some of  the ways in
which
coastal areas and
coastal features are  affected by
physical  processes and human
activity.

*Make comparisons  between the
human  and physical geography  of
the continents of
North America and
Europe.
*Compare and contrast  a range of
the human  and physical features
of  North America,
identifying similarities  and
differences.
*Investigate and
describe the human  and
physical
geographical features  of the
regions in North  America studied
and  compare to other
regions previously
studied.
*Suggest and evaluate  reasons
for
geographical
similarities and
differences between  locations.

* Make comparisons between
the human  and physical
geography of the
continents of South America and
Europe.  *Describe some of the
effects of economic  activity and
distribution of natural
resources on the
people who live in the  places
studied.
*Identify and describe
geographical links
(interconnections)
between the range of  places
and processes  studied.
* Explain how human  and
physical features  and processes
interact  and cause change over
time.
*Suggest ways in
which the human and  physical
geography of  places studied
may  change in the future
based on a range of  sources.

Vocabulary Classroom
Playground
Hall
Office
Place
Feature
Same
Different
House
Bungalow
Flat

Location
Local
National
Area
Building
Landscape
Community
Similarity
Difference
Physical
Human

Significant
Global
International
Locality
European
Non-European

Region
Rural
Urban
Effect
Impact
Compare
Contrast
Pattern
Physical geography
Human geography

Climate
Erosion

Trend
Representation
Physical process
Human process

Interconnection
Interaction
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Human and
Physical
Geography

* Begin naming
features / familiar  places
within the  local
environment  e.g. school,
home,
house, road, park *Make
observations of
the local
environment and  begin to
understand why
some things occur  and / or
change
*Understand how  places
were
different in the
past by talking
about settings
encountered in
books read in class  and
storytelling.
*Identify
similarities and
differences
between familiar  places
using basic  vocabulary
*Drawing on
knowledge from stories and
non
fiction texts,
explain some
similarities and
differences
between life in this  country
and life in  other countries.
*Drawing on their
experiences and  what has
been
read in class, know  some
similarities  and differences
between the
natural world
around them
and contrasting
environments.
*Identify and
begin to describe  the daily
weather  and seasons using
basic vocabulary

*Begin to understand  the
differences
between human (e.g.  city, town,
village,
shop) and physical
(e.g. hill, sea, river,
weather) geographical  features.
*Identify key human and

physical features of familiar
places
including the school,  its
grounds and the  surrounding
environment
*Begin to express
opinions on the
features of the
immediate local
environment
*Use some basic
geographical
vocabulary to identify  key
human and
physical features of  Great
Yarmouth and a  non-European
country *Identify seasonal and
daily weather patterns  in the UK
and explain how the weather
changes with each
season

*Explain the main
differences between  human and
physical  geographical features.  *
Understand and use  a range of
basic
geographical
vocabulary to identify  key
human and
physical features of  the places
studied
*Make simple
comparisons between  the key
human and  physical features of
Great Yarmouth and a
non-European country *Express a
range of  opinions on the
features of Great
Yarmouth and suggest
improvements that  could be
made
*Describe how a place has
changed over time *Discuss
where in the
world is hot and cold  in relation
to the
Northern and
Southern Hemispheres, Equator,
Arctic and Antarctic  Circles and
North and  South Poles.

* Begin to understand  the terms
‘physical  geography’ (the study
of the natural
features of the Earth)  and
‘human
geography’ (the study of how
human activity  affects or is
influenced by the
Earth’s surface and
environment).
*Begin to use a wider
geographical
vocabulary to
identify, describe and  compare
the human  and physical
features  of the places studied.
*Identify types and sizes of
settlement found in the UK
and
describe some of the
characteristics of
different settlements. *Identify
and describe  land use in the UK
and understand how  this has
changed over  time in the
locations studied (Great
Yarmouth and the
East Anglia region)
*Identify some
examples of the
economic activity of  the
locations studied.  *Begin to
understand  what mountains
and  volcanoes are and
describe how a
volcano can impact  the
human and
physical geography of  a place

* Explain the
differences between  the terms
‘human
geography’ and
‘physical geography’.  *Use a
wide
geographical
vocabulary to identify, describe
and compare  the human and
physical features of the  countries
and regions  studied.
* Describe and
understand the
concept of climate.
*Understand the main processes
of the water  cycle and describe
some of its effects on  the
climate and
physical geography of  the Earth.
*Describe the key
features and uses of  rivers
(including the  Yare) and
understand  how their features
and  uses have changed
over time.
Describe and explain  the
economic activity  of the location
studied  *Understand and
explain how rivers can  impact and
change the  physical and human
geography of the
locations studied.
*Identify the physical  and human
activities  associated with the UK
and local coastline.

* Begin to understand the links
between the  human and physical
geography of the places  studied.
*Secure and further develop
the use of a  wide geographic
vocabulary to identify,  describe and
compare  the human and physical
features of the
continents, countries  and regions
studied.  * Identify, explain and
compare the economic  activity,
land use and  distribution of
natural  resources in the
locations studied
*Identify how the
physical and human
geographical features  of a local
area have an  impact on economic
activity and suggest
ways in which the local
economy/services
could be improved.
* Understand the key  features of
and the
physical processes
involved in
earthquakes.
*Describe, compare
and evaluate some of  the effects /
impacts of  mountains, volcanoes
and earthquakes on the  human
and physical
geography of the
locations studied.

*Identify the key
features of the world’s  climate
zones, biomes  and vegetation
belts
* Understand the
impact of climate
zones and biomes on  the
human and
physical geography of  the
Americas.
*Identify and
understand the
impacts over time of  key
environmental
issues in the locations  studied
(e.g.
deforestation,)
* Secure
understanding of the  links
between the
human and physical  geography
of the
places studied.
*Confidently use a
wide geographic
vocabulary to identify, describe
and compare  the human and
physical features of all of the
locations
studied.
* Evaluate the impacts  of trade
links and the  distribution of
natural  around the world
* Investigate the
future sustainability of  the planet
in the
future and suggest
ways in which
sustainability could be  improved.



School
Playground
Home
House
Road
Street
Park
Shop
Field
Beach
Sand
Pier
Coast
Land
River
Sea
Weather
Seasons
Spring
Summer
Autumn
Winter
Wind
Rain
Sleet
Hail
Fog
Sun
Hot
Cold
Litter
Rubbish

Capital
City
Town
Village
Farm
Office
Factory
Port
Harbour
Coast
Cliff
Forest
Mountain
Ocean
Temperature
Weather vocabulary Seasonal
vocabulary Journey
Abroad

Landmark
Terrace
Detached
Semi-detached
Flat
Airport
University
Mine
Dam
Border
Poles
Equator
Desert
Valley
Vegetation
Island
Habitat

Borough
County
Suburb
Settlement
Land use
Retail
Industry
Industrial
Leisure
Tourism
Business
Motorway
Employment
Mountain range
Summit
Sedimentary
Igneous
Metamorphic types of
mountain:  fold, dome and fault
block
Crust
Mantle
Core
Plate
Tectonic
Vent
Crater
Dormant
Extinct
Geothermal
Volcano
Lava
Magma

Culture
Economic activity
Trade
Finance
Waste
Pollution
Environment
Peninsula
Strait
Body of water
Tributary
Upper/middle/lower  course
Erosion
Deposition
Water cycle
Source
Mouth
River bank
River bed
Channel
Meander
Delta
Coastal erosion
Longshore drift
Weathering
Cave/arch/stack/
column/stump
Tide/tidal
Coastal management Sea
defences
Sea wall
Breakwater
Tidal barrier
Groynes

Population distribution Population
Atmosphere
density
Fair/ethical trading
Energy
Production
Federation
Municipality
State
Economy
Distribution
Consumption of natural  resources
Import/export
Sustainability
Demographic
Fault line
Epicentre
Landslide
Avalanche
Richter Scale
Tsunami
Aftershock
Tremor

Climate zones (polar,  temperate
tropical
and desert, mountain  and
Mediterranean)
Climate change
Biomes: rainforest,
forest (deciduous and
coniferous),
grassland (savannah  and
temperate),
desert (hot and polar),
Mediterranean and  tundra (Arctic
and
alpine)
vegetation belt
Favela
Rainforest
Forest
floor/understory
canopy/emergent
layer
Deforestation
Wildfire
Plains

Canyon



EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Mapping skills  and
Fieldwork

*Identify a map
*Begin to make
attempts at
drawing a map
*Make attempts to  draw
and label
features of familiar
environments and
imaginary places
*Begin to use
secondary sources (e.g.
photographs, sketches,
films) to  find out about
places
*Make basic
observations of
familiar
environments,
including
identifying some  similarities
and differences
between places.
*Use maps to
explain similarities  and
differences
between life in this  country
and life in  other countries.
*Use everyday
language to talk
about distance and  relative
positions  (behind, next to)
in  the local
environment.
*Start to follow
direction (up /
down, forwards /
backwards)

*Use a globe, a world map and
a UK map to  identify countries,
capitals and
surrounding seas.
*Understand that a  map and a
globe show  the same thing
*Learn names of some places
within / around the UK. e.g.
Home
town, cities, countries,  and a non
– European  country
*Use a simple map to  locate
known places  *Begin to follow
routes on prepared  maps (to
move around  the school area)
*Use basic symbols in  a key
*Draw own maps and  plans by
drawing
around shapes/using  own
symbols
*Begin to use
aerial/satellite photos  and plan
perspectives  to recognise
familiar  features
* Start to use compass  directions
/ directional  language (e.g.
NSEW)  to describe features  and
routes.
*Use relative and
locational vocabulary  (e.g.
bigger / smaller,  like / dislike,
near /  far)
*Use simple fieldwork  and
observational
skills to study the
geography of the
school and grounds
* Begin to use first
hand observation,
including using the
senses, to identify
features/patterns
including similarities  and
differences.
*Take and explain
photos of school and  grounds
*Draw simple features  observed
in a familiar  environment
*Understand what a  compass is
and begin  to use one for simple
navigation.

*Use world maps,
globes and atlases to  identify
locations
studied
*Devise a simple map  of a place
in the local  area or an imaginary
place
*Use and construct  basic
symbols in a key *Begin to
recognise  and identify basic OS
symbols
*Use simple grid
references (e.g. A1,  D7) to
locate squares  on a map
*Begin to spatially
match places (e.g.
recognise UK on a
small scale and larger  scale
map)
* Zoom in / out and  begin to
highlight /
annotate digital maps  *Use
aerial / satellite  photos and plan
perspectives to locate  and
identify local
landmarks and
features
*Look down on
objects to make a plan  view map
*Use first-hand
observation to record  and
comment on
features / patterns /
similarities, to study the area
close to the school and begin
to  measure using
standard units
*Draw an outline of a  simple
feature
observed
*Use photos and label  with help
*Use a compass (four  compass
points) to
follow and describe  routes
*Use simple locational  and
directional
language and compass  directions
to describe  features and routes
(e.g. left / right from  own
perspective,
NSEW).

*Begin to use a wider  range of
maps
(including OS maps),  atlases,
globes and  digital mapping to
locate countries and  describe
features
studied.
*Create a simple
sketch map e.g. of a  short
route followed,  with symbols
and a  key
*Follow a route on a  map with
some
accuracy.
*Begin to understand  more
complex keys  (e.g. wider range
of  OS symbols, size of  symbol
for quantity)
*Begin to understand  the
purpose of
contour lines on
maps.
*Begin to match
boundaries (E.g. find  same
boundary of a  country on
different  scale maps.)
*Know and begin to  use
four-figure grid  references to
identify  locations.
*Work out simple
distances on maps
and digital maps (e.g.  aerial
distance or
along a straight road) *Begin to
understand  the use of scale on
maps
* On digital maps,
begin to identify scale  and
annotate with text and labels
*Begin to understand  the
purpose/
reliability of different  image
types
*Use fieldwork and
observational skills to  study the
local town,  and begin to
suggest  own questions for
enquiry
*Begin to evaluate
own observations and  compare
them with  others
*Show routes taken  and places
of interest  on a local map, using
photos taken, sketches and
labels *Understand the
eight compass points and begin
to use them to follow routes
*Secure use of left / right from
any  perspective (e.g. with  an
upside-down map)  and start to
use eight  compass points to
describe routes

*Use a wider range of  maps
(including OS
maps at varying scales)  as well as
atlases,
globes and digital
mapping to locate
countries, describe
features studied and to  follow a
route.
*Use the
contents/index of an  atlas
*Draw a map
(including symbols and  key)from
a description  and compare to
other  maps
*Draw a map of a short  route
experienced,
with features in
correct order
*Use complex keys
(e.g. making estimates  based on
size of
symbols)
*Begin to draw to scale  and
understand and  use scale-bars
* Use scales to
estimate distances e.g.  along a
road/river
*Investigate places and  themes at
more than  one scale
*Use four-figure grid  references
to identify  and describe locations.
*On digital maps,
measure distances,
including non-linear  distances
and annotate  with markers, text,
photographs, etc.
*Identify features on  aerial /
oblique
photographs and
understand and
explain the purpose / reliability
of different  image types.
*Use fieldwork and
observational skills to  study the
river,
suggesting own
questions for enquiry *Use
photos to explain  areas of the
river
*Evaluate own
observations and
compare them with  others
*Study pictures of the  river in
the past and  compare and
contrast  with the present
*Use the eight points  of a
compass to follow and describe
routes  and identify locations

*Select for a specific purpose
from a wide  range of maps
(including OS maps at  varying
scales and
thematic maps) as well  as atlases,
globes and  digital mapping to
locate countries,
describe features
studied, etc.
*Explain ideas using a  thematic
map for
reference
*Draw to scale from  given
measurements / using
observations and  compare to
other maps *Compare and
evaluate  maps with different
scales
*Begin to create own  complex
keys using
mathematical concepts  (e.g. size
of symbol for  quantity)
* Begin to use six-figure  grid
references to
identify and describe  locations
*On digital maps, use  linear and
area
measuring tools and  start to
use and
contrast digital maps at  different
scales
*Compare images that  have been
altered using  digital technologies
and  explain the impact that  this
has (e.g. reliability)

*Begin to complete
enquiries based on own  suggested
questions
*Undertake a traffic  survey /
street / noise  survey
*Evaluate own
observations, compare  them with
others and  begin to draw
conclusions
*Draw an annotated  sketch
*Convert between the  eight
points of a
compass and azimuth  bearings
(e.g. NE = 45˚)  and use to follow /
describe routes

*Use eight compass  points
confidently and  accurately
*Use a wide range of  maps
(including OS  maps at varying
scales  and distribution /
thematic maps) as
well as atlases, globes  and digital
mapping to  locate countries and
describe features
studied
*Design / draw
distribution/thematic  maps
*Create scale-bars on  maps and
draw to
scale for maps /
sketches, comparing  own
drawing to other maps and
evaluating  accuracy
*Use six figure grid
references to identify and
describe locations *On digital
maps, use  linear and area
measuring tools to
illustrate ideas and
make appropriate
selections from maps  to inform
research
*Compare and then  carefully
select images  for a purpose (e.g.
as  evidence or to show
reliability)
*Complete enquiries  based on
own
suggested questions (land use
in the local  area?) and offer
suggestions for future  enquiries
based on
results
*Evaluate own
observations, present  data in an
appropriate  way, compare them
with others and draw
conclusions
*Compare how land  use has
changed over  time
*Draw an annotated  sketch
*Show awareness of  the
16-point compass  rose and
azimuth
bearings



Vocabulary Journey
Map
Place
Behind
In front of
Next to
Above
Below
Inside
Outside
Along
Around
Up
Down
Left
Right
Route

Globe
World map
Atlas
Aerial photo
Route
Plan
Symbol
Key
Direction
Near
Far
High
Higher
Compass
North
South
East
West

Grid
Grid reference
Digital map
Satellite photo
Compass direction

Ordnance survey
Quantity
Scale
Contour lines
Four-figure grid
reference
Coordinates
North-East
North-West
South-East
South-West
Perspective
Reliability
Purpose

Contexts
Index
Scale bars
Oblique view
Cause
Effect
Connection
Contrast

Thematic map
Six-figure grid reference Azimuth
bearings
Significance
Relevance
Trend

Distribution
16 point compass
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Environmental *Explain what
rubbish is
*Understand the
importance of
caring for the
environment

*Identify some
materials that can be  recycled
*Understand why

recycling is important

*Understand why
some animals are
endangered
*Describe the
environmental effects  on
endangered
animals

*Explain the effects of plastic
pollution
*Describe ways to
reduce the amount of  plastic
used

*Explain water
pollution, the effects  and how
to reduce it *Understand the
damage caused by
coastal erosion

*Explain what causes  air
pollution and the  impact on the
environment

*Explain the reasons  for
climate change
and the impact it has *Explain
how
deforestation affects  the
environment

Sustainability Consider three areas of sustainability:
*Social – an ethical responsibility to do something about human inequality, social injustice and poverty
*Economic – developing a sustainable economic model to ensure fair distribution and allocation of resources
*Environmental – not taking our natural resources for granted and protecting our planet.

Geographical
Concepts

Place
*Understand the physical and human characteristics of real places
*Developing ‘geographical imaginations’ of places

Every place has unique physical and human characteristics, which can be interpreted and represented in different ways. Pupils have mental images of places – the world, the  country in which they live, their neighbourhood – which form their ‘geographical
imaginations’. They should recognise that there are many different perceptions of places,some of which may conflict with their own. When investigating a place, pupils should consider where it is, what it is like, how it became like this and how it might change. Their
enquiries should be based on real places.

Space
*Understanding the interactions between places and the networks created by flows of information, people and goods.

*Knowing where places and landscapes are located, why they are there, the patterns and distributions they create, how and why these are changing and implications for  people.
Pupils should develop spatial understanding, including how the locations of human and physical features are influenced by each other and often interact across space. Spatial  patterns, distributions and networks can be described, analysed and often explained by
reference to social, economic, environmental and political processes. As part of their  geographical enquiries, pupils should identify these processes and assess their impact.

Scale
*Appreciating different scales – from personal and local to national, international and global.

*Making links between scales to develop understanding of geographical ideas.
Scale influences the way we think about what we see or experience. Any geographical enquiry benefits from being viewed from a range of scales to develop an understanding  of how these scales are interconnected.

Interconnections
*Exploring the social, economic, environmental and political connections between places, people and processes.

*Understanding the significance of interdependence in change, at all scales.
Pupils should understand that people, places and processes are connected in a range of ways. People around the world have diverse experiences and ways of life but we also  have an impact on each other. These interconnections have significant influences on the
characteristics of places and on changes in these characteristics. It also considers  environmental and human processes, for example, the water cycle, urbanisation or human-induced environmental change, are sets of cause-and-effect interconnections that  can
operate between and within places.

Processes
*Understanding how sequences of events and activities in the physical and human worlds lead to change in places, landscapes and societies. These physical and human processes cause change and development in places and can be used to

explain patterns and distributions. Understanding these processes helps  pupils to imagine alternative futures for places and for the people who live and work in them.

Environment
*Understanding that the physical and human dimensions of the environment are interrelated and together influence environmental change.

*Exploring sustainable development and its impact on environmental interaction and climate change.

This considers how we use the natural world and how people have the ability to change it. The environment is the product of physical and human processes. The environment  supports and enriches human and other life by providing raw materials and food,
absorbing and recycling wastes, maintaining a safe habitat and being a source of enjoyment  and inspiration. It presents both opportunities for, and constraints on, human settlement and economic development. The constraints can be reduced but not eliminated by
technology and human organisation. Culture, population density, economy, technology, values and environmental world views influence the different ways in which people  perceive, adapt to and use similar environments.



Geography Terminology and Glossary

Aerial photograph An image taken from an elevated position, aircraft or satellite in flight

Altitude Height in the air above sea-level

Archipelago Group of islands

Arctic Circle The imaginary circle around the earth, parallel to the equator, at latitude 66° 33′ north

Atlas A collection of maps, usually in book form

Azimuth Term used for compass bearings when they are given in degrees (e.g. East is 90°)

Beach A depositional feature along a shoreline of a river, lake or the sea

Bearing Direction between two points given as an azimuth bearing or a quadrant bearing

Biome A large region of Earth that has a certain climate and certain types of living things (e.g. tropical rainforest, desert, tundra)

British Isles England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, Guernsey, Jersey, the Isle of Man and other small islands

Cardinal North, south, east and west are sometimes called the four cardinal directions of a compass. A meteorological compass (compass
rose) includes the intermediate points (e.g. NNE, ENE) to give sixteen directions

Characteristics Features of a place or process

City A large settlement of people found within a country. In Britain a city is recognised as a town that has received the title from the
crown.

Climate Average weather conditions of a place, including rainfall and temperature, determined by latitude, altitude etc.

Climate zone A division of the world’s climate based on temperature and rainfall (e.g. polar, temperate and tropical zones)

Coast The boundary between land and sea.

Commonwealth Often used to describe the British Commonwealth, an association of independent countries that were mostly once in the British
Empire

Compass Magnetic instrument used for finding direction, having a magnetic needle which points to the magnetic north

Compass rose A decorative device printed on a map showing points of the compass.

Continent Large land masses which with the exception of Antarctica are made up of a group of countries. No universally accepted definition of
how many. The National Curriculum stipulates seven continents. There is debate over the name of Australia as a continent,  with
Australasia and Oceania also used.

Country Any political unit or state on a national scale, regardless of whether it is dependent or independent.

Demographic Linked to population

Desert An area with almost no vegetation because of low precipitation, usually hot in the day and cold at night.

Distribution A description of how something is spread out.

Diversity Variation within an area

Earthquake A series of vibrations or tremors at the earth’s surface caused by movement along a fault place, volcanic activity, etc.

Easting Distance horizontally along a map (x coordinate)
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Elevation Height of the ground above sea-level

Environment The natural surroundings of a place.

Equator The great circle of the earth, equidistant from the poles, dividing the Northern and Southern hemispheres, at 0° latitude.

Factory A building or group of buildings containing a plant assembly for the manufacture of goods.

Farm A place where livestock is reared or crops grown.

Fieldwork Looking at geography outdoors or in real life context.

Forest A region where trees are grouped so their leaves shade the ground

Geographical
Information  Systems
(GIS)

An information system that integrates, stores, edits, analyses, shares and displays geographic information (e.g. Google maps,
Digimap, ARCgis or a SatNav)

Global Covering or relating to the whole world

Graphicacy Skill of reading / interpreting maps and graphs

Grassland A region of flat, open land where grasses dominate.

Great Britain England, Wales and Scotland

Hemisphere Half of the terrestrial globe, dividing into northern and southern hemispheres by the equator and eastern and western
hemispheres by some meridians, usually 0° and 180°

Hill A natural elevation of the earth’s surface, less high or craggy than a mountain.

House A building used as a home or dwelling.

Human features Features that arise as a result of human activity, such as, trade, farming and construction

Human processes Things created/affected by people. These processes would not occur without human involvement.

Ice sheet A stretch of glacier ice, larger than an ice cap, ice glacier or ice shelf.

Interaction The links and connections between people, places or processes.

Interdependent Where people, places and processes rely on other people, places and processes in order to work

Landmark A human or physical feature which is well known in an area and can represent that place.

Land use The purpose given or the activities which take place in a given area of land.

Latitude An imaginary circle, parallel to the equator, measured in degrees as north or south of the equator.

Legend Another word for a key

Locality A small area about the size of a small catchment. A neighbourhood or area. The fact or consideration of having a location or
position in space.

Locational knowledge Knowledge about where places are in the world and in relation to each other, and some of the conventions that help us show this

Longitude Distance east or west of the Prime Meridian, measured in degrees

Magnetic north The direction the compass points to (not the same as grid north / the North Pole or true north)

Map A diagrammatic representation of the earth’s surface or part of it, showing the geographical distribution of features and where
places are located.

Minerals A naturally occurring material found in the earth.



Mountain A natural upward projection of the earth’s surface, higher and steeper than a hill.

Northing Distance vertically along a map (y coordinate)

Oblique map Another word for plan perspective

Observational skills The ability of looking at something and describing its features.

Ocean A very large stretch of sea, one of five oceans of the world – Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic and Southern.

Office A room or rooms in which business, professional duties, clerical work, etc. are carried out.

Ordinal Four directions between north, south, east and west (e.g. NE). Also called intercardinal.

Pattern A sequence that can be identified, described and explained.

Physical features Naturally occurring features, such as mountains, rivers and seas

Physical processes An event or sequence of events that occur naturally due to the power of the planet

Place knowledge Knowledge about real places and their distinctive human and physical characteristics

Plan perspectives A simple diagram which can shows a bird’s eye view or a cross section of an area/feature.

Precipitation Another word for rainfall

Prime Meridian An imaginary line running between both poles and through Greenwich (with a longitude of 0°). Also known as Greenwich
Meridian.

Region A fairly large area with distinctive human or physical characteristics (such as a mountain range, river basin, coastline or a large
built-up area)

Resource Used in Geography for things that are natural occurring, as well as being of use to humans

River A natural channel of water flowing from source to mouth

Savanna A tropical grassland

Scale The ratio between the size of something real and that of a representation of it. It can allow actual size to be represented on a
smaller level e.g. maps. Can also be used to look at different contexts – local, national and global.

Seasonal A process or pattern which can be identified at a certain time of the year.

Settlement Process: the ways in which people come to live in a particular place. A settlement refers to a place where people live (e.g. city,
town or village)

Shop A place for the retail sale of goods and services.

Significance The consequence or importance of something

Soil The layer of the earth’s land surface composed of a variety of natural materials such as organic materials, rocks and minerals

Spatial variation Differences which occur within or between areas.

Symbol An image used to represent a word, often seen on maps.

Territory A region or area

Thematic map Focuses on a theme or subject (e.g. average rainfall, how people voted in an election, etc.)

Time zone A region throughout which the same standard time is used. There are 24 time zones in the world, demarcated approximately by
meridians at 15° intervals, an hour apart. These are determined by lines of longitude and distance east or west of the prime
meridian.



Topographical map Also known as a relief map, that shows the elevations of land or the sea floor, etc.

Topography The surface features of the land (physical and human)

Trade The exchange of goods and services between two or more parties

Tropic of Cancer Line of latitude 23.5 ° N of the equator. Between the tropics tropical rainforests are common. Along the tropic of Cancer a number  of
the world’s largest hot deserts are located due to high pressure.

Tropic of Capricorn Line of latitude 23.5° S of the equator. Between the tropics tropical rainforests are common.

Tundra A region where tree / plant growth is difficult because of cold temperatures and short seasons

United Kingdom England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland

Valley A depression in the landscape, found in areas of hilly or mountainous relief. Usually formed by erosion; – rivers or glaciers, or
tectonic processes.

Variation Differences which can exist between places (spatial variation) or over time (temporal variation).

Vegetation belt A division of the world’s land based on how the climate determines what can grow there (e.g. forest, grassland, tundra, desert, ice
sheet)

Village A small settlement, including a number of houses and possibly some services such as a shop. Larger than a hamlet.

Volcano An opening in the earth’s crust from which molten lava, rock fragments, ashes, dust and gases are ejected from below the earth’s
surface, due to tectonic movement in the earth’s crust.

Water cycle The continual movement of water both on the earth and in the atmosphere due to the processes of evaporation, condensation,
evection, precipitation, infiltration and surface run-off

Weather The day to day meteorological conditions, especially temperature, cloudiness and rainfall, affecting a specific place.




