
Writing Year 4

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Genres that should be
covered

● Narrative –  adventure/quest

● Narrative – Journal of character

● Non-fiction – historical report – newspaper

● Poetry – free-verse

● Narrative – Alternative versions

● Persuasive writing – formal letters – advertisements

● Information – booklet

● Non-chronological reports/explanations – news script

● Narrative – plays script

● Instructions

● Poetry – with music

● Poetry – the work of one poet

Composition ● Plan writing by discussing writing similar to that they are planning to

write in order to understand and learn  from its structure, vocabulary

and grammar – discussing and recording ideas

● Continue to compose and rehearse sentences orally progressively

building a rich vocabulary, and an increasing range of sentence

structures

● Organise paragraphs around a theme

● In narrative, create settings, characters and plot

● In non-narrative material, use simple organisational devices, for

example, headings and sub-headings

● Assess the effectiveness of their own and other’s writing and suggest

improvements

● Reread their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using

appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so the

meaning is clear

● Continue to plan writing by discussing writing similar to that they are

planning to write in order to understand and learn  from its structure,

vocabulary and grammar – discussing and recording ideas

● Continue to compose and rehearse sentences orally progressively

building a rich vocabulary, and an increasing range of sentence

structures

● Organise paragraphs around a theme

● Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors

● Assess the effectiveness of their own and other’s writing and suggest

improvements, including proposing changes to grammar and

vocabulary to improve, consistency, including the accurate use of

pronouns in sentences

● Reread their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using

appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so the

meaning is clear

● In writing narratives, begin to consider how authors have developed

characters in what they have read

● Begin to create atmosphere in narrative writing

● Begin to use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across

paragraphs

● Ensure the correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and

plural

● Assess the effectiveness of their own and other’s writing and suggest

improvements, including proposing changes to grammar and

vocabulary to improve, consistency, including the accurate use of

pronouns in sentences

● Reread their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using

appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so the

meaning is clear

● Begin to perform their own compositions, including use of voice and

movement

Grammar &
Punctuation

● Conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and place

mostly used correctly

● Fronted adverbials with comma mostly used correctly

● Use of pronouns within writing mostly correct

● Consistently use inverted commas around speech of more than one

sentence correctly

● Paragraphs mostly used to group related materials in non-fiction

● Use an extended range of sentences with more than one clause by using

a wider range of conjunctions, including, although, however, therefore,

whilst

● Inverted commas for speech, beginning a new line for each character

mostly correct

● Use fronted adverbial phrases (for example, Later that day, I heard the

bad news.)

● Begin speech with a capital letter

● Some understanding shown of verb inflections instead of local spoken

forms

● Use of fronted adverbial phrases with commas

Grammar &
Punctuation vocabulary

● Use of commas after fronted adverbials

● Direct speech

● Determiner

● Pronoun

● Prepositional phrases

● Clauses and phrases

● Noun phrases

Spelling ● Revisit spellings from Year 3

● Prefixes with a root word starting with l, e.g. illegal, illegible; before a

root word starting with m or p, e.g. immature, impatient

● Prefix ‘inter’, e.g. interact, international

● Prefix ‘anti’, e.g. antiseptic, antisocial

● CEW -centre, group, ordinary, surprise, century, guard, particular,

therefore, certain, guide, peculiar, though, although, circle, heard,

perhaps, thought

● write from memory sentences dictated by the teacher using the

spellings, G&P and exception words for the term

● Word ending ‘sion’, e.g. expansion, tension

● ‘ch’ as ‘sh’, e.g. chalet, brochure

● Words ending in ‘gue’, e.g. league; words ending in ‘que’, e.g. antique

● Word ending ‘cian’, e.g. musician, electrician; word ending ‘ture’, e.g.

creature, nature

● Homophones and near homophones, e.g. knot/not, mail/male,

main/mane, meat/meet, medal/meddle, missed/mist

● CEW - complete, heart, popular, through, consider, height, position,

various, continue, history, possess, possession, weight, decide, imagine,

possible, woman, women

● write from memory sentences dictated by the teacher using the

spellings, G&P and exception words for the term

● Words ending in ‘ally’, e.g. basically, dramatically

● Homophones and near homophones, e.g. plain/plane, rain/rein/reign,

scene/seen, weather/whether, whose/who’s

● CEW - describe, increase, potatoes, different, important, pressure,

difficult, interest, probably, disappear, island, promise

● Revisit all spelling rules

● Revisit all common exception words

● write from memory sentences dictated by the teacher using the

spellings, G&P and exception words for the term

CEW – Common Exception Words



Writing Year 4

Handwriting ● Revisit diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters

● Understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left

unjoined

● Teach further diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters

● Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, for

example, by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and

equidistant, and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the

ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch

● Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, for

example, by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and

equidistant, and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the

ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch

● Teach an unjoined style, for example, for labelling a diagram or data,

writing an email address

CEW – Common Exception Words


